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necessary petition for 
extension of time is not filed 
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SIR: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed September 13, 2002, 
the term for response to which expires on October 13, 2002, 
please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IK | THE CLAIMS : 

Please add new claims 16'^20 as follows: 



(New) An apparatus according to claim 4^ wherein the 
3ing\ section includes a processor which determines an 
m-f ocus \state by checking after the high speed mode whether a 
peak valuB of auto-focusing evaluation values is detected or 
becomes indefinite due to an error, 

17. uNew)' An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the 
focusing section executes the high speed mode in response to a 
first release operation, 

18. (blew) An apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the 
focusing section determines whether the first release operation 
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